Sudden onset of paraplegia after total hip replacement surgery in a patient with hepatocellular carcinoma--a case report.
Postoperative paraplegia is a major complication, of which the pathogenesis is usually multifactorial. This report is to discuss the case of a 36-year-old male patient who, after total hip replacement (THR), right, sustained a sudden-onset postoperative paraplegia. On subsequent examination, it was discovered that the patient had multiple vertebral metastases from hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) resulting in thecal sac compression at L1 and S1 levels. This instance of distal spinal metastasis from HCC, with initial presentation of a sudden onset of paraplegia immediately after THR surgery, is worth reporting because of its being a rare occurrence and traumatizing effects on the patient, family members, and the surgical team. More importantly, we bring forth this case in order to advance an opinion concerning prevention of this devastating complication. Hence, we discuss the contributory factors and the appropriate perioperative survey and management relevant to cancer patients who are to undergo a non-cancer surgery.